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The Bishop of London's 


BP a5TORAL  Lerren 
| To the Tefl. of bis Diveſe 5 


F Particalacl y, to thoſe of the two great 
E Cities of London and V Oe. 85 


= Occafo ion 4 1 ſome kits Wi ritings in favour 
5 7 Infidelity. 


= . E Office I bear In the Church 
BEA of Chriſt, and my particular Rela- 
3 8. tion to this Dioceſe, oblige me to 
1 * Sl ſtudy your Spiritual Good, and to 
wvWoarn you of any Danger to which 
i ſee you expos d, either in Principle or Prac- 
tice. ' For tho you are committed, as to your 
Spiritual Affairs, to the more immediate Care 
and Direction of Parochial Miniſters, yet not 
= fo, as to ceaſe to be a part of the Epiſcopal 
Care; eſpecially, in Caſes where the Concern is 
general, and the Dangers ſuch, as may not fall 
n the Obſervation of every particular Pa» 


A 2 | ſtor, 
$f} > 


: 


\ 


ſtor. . And I am not without Hope, that what 
I ſhall ſay to you will be more generally at- 
tended to, and make an Impreſſion ſomewhat 
ſtronger, as it comes to you directly from the 
Hands of your Biſhop; and, being not ſpoken, 


| 


but written, you will have better Opportuni- 


1 


ty to peruſe, conſider, and apply it, with ſuch 
Care and Deliberation as the Importance of 
the Matters deſerves. . 
This Method, I own, is uncommon, but ſo 
18 the Occaſſon too; and no where ſo great and 
preſſing, as in theſe two large and populous 
Cities; whether we conſiger the Variety of 
Temptations, or the powerful Influence of 


bad Examples; the corrupt Principles and 


f 


Practices which firlt ſpring' up here, or the 
quick and eaſy Propagatian of them from hence 
into all Parts of the Kingdom; which makes 
the checking and fuppreſfing em here as much 
as poſſible, to be truly a National Concern. 

They who live in theſe great Cities, or have 
had frequent recourſe to them, and have any 
Concern for Religion, muſt have obſerv'd to 


their great Grief, * That Profaneneſs and Im- Wt 


piety are grown bold and open; That a new 
ſort of. Vice of a very horrible Nature, and al- 


moſt unknown before in theſe. Parts of the 


World, was ſpringing up and gaining Ground 


among us, if it had not been check d by the 


ſeaſonable Care of the Civil Adminiſtration; 
That in ome late Writings, Publick Stews have 
been openly vindicated, and Publick Vices xe: 
commended to the Protection of the Govern- 


ment, as Public Benefits; and, That great 


* 


ins have been taken to make Men eaſy in 
their Vices, and to deliver them from the Re- 
ſtraints of Conſcience, by undermining all Re: 


. Ugion, 
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sien, and promoting Atheiſm and Infldelity 


and, what adds te the Danger, by daing it 


under ſpeeious Colours and Pretences of ſeve- 
ral kinds. One, under pretence of oppoſing the 
Fnerpachments of Papery, thereby to recam- 
= ment himſelf te the unwary Proteſtant Reader, 
has labour'd at ence to ſet aſide all Chriſtian 
= Ordinances, and the very Being of a Chriſtian 
= Miniſtry and a Chriſtian Church; Another, un- 
der colour of great Zeal for the Fewi/þ Niſpen- 
- ſation, and the literal Meaning of Scripture, 
has been endeavouring to overthrow the Foun- 
dations of the Chriſtian Religion; A third, pre- 
tending to raiſe the Actions and Miracles of our 
Saviour tea more exalted and ſpiritual Meaning, 
has labour'd to take away the Reality of them, 
and by that to deſtroy one of the principal E 
vidences of Chriſtianity. Others have ſhown 
a great Zeal for Natural Religion, in oppoſition 
to Reveal'd, with no other View as it ſeems, than 
to get rid of the Reſtraints of Reveal'd Religion, 
and to make way for an un boundedEnjoymentof 
their corrupt Appetites and vicious Inclinatians, 
no leſs contrary in Reality to the Obligations of 
Natural Religion, than of Reveal'd. And all 
or, molt of theſe Writers, under colour of plead- 
ing for the Liberties of Mankind, have run intq 
an unprecedented Licentiouſueſs, in treating the 
ſerious and important Concerns of Religion in 
A Indicrons and renroachful manner. 
_ -1-Lheſe are things, which no ſerious Chriſtian, 
I might add, no ſeriaus Deiſt who has any Senſe 
of God upon his Mind, and any regard to Vir 
tue and Morality, or even to common Decen- 
ey end Order, can behold and reflect on, with- 
out a very ſenſible Concern. Much more ought 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel to be awake, and 
16 a 5 5 8 to 
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indirect Arts and 


nerality of People; and conſiſt of ſuch a Chain 


LOT 


E . 


to double their Care over the Souls committed 


to their Charge, when they ſee ſo many Devi- 
ces ſet on foot to corrupt and poiſon them, both 
in their Principles and Morals. Accordingly, 
on this Occaſion many excellent Books have 
been publiſh'd in defence of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, againſt thoſe Writings in favour of Infi- 


delity. In which Books, the Authors have with 
great Learning, Strength and Perſpicuity, main- 
tain'd the Cauſe of Religion, and detected the 

Sophiſtry of its Adverſaries, whoſe Art it has 
been, in ſome Caſes, to lay hold on little Circum- 

ſtances, as if the whole of Chriſtianity depended 
upon 'em, and by that to draw the Reader's At- 
tention trom the moſt plain and ſubſtantial Ar- 


guments for the Truth of it; and at other times, by 


perplexing and miſapplying the plaineſt Proofs, 
to make way for their own Interpretations, and 
for impoſing them more eaſily upon unwary and 
ignorant Readers; and, whieh is no leſs unfair 
and diſingenuous, to miſrepreſent the Senſe of 
Judicious Writers, and to pick weak Arguments 
out of thoſe who are leſs guarded, in order to 
expoſe the 8 ridiculous. To defeat theſe 
Endeavours, the ſame learned 
Writers have taken off thoſe falſe Colours, and 
placed the Evidences of Chriſtianity upon their 
true Foundation; and, by ſetting them in their 
proper and genuinLight, and repreſenting them 
in their united Strength, have abundantly 
ſhown, that no impartial and unprejudic'd Per- 


ſon who conſiders them with Attention, can 


doubt of their Force and Snfficiency to conyince 

any reaſonable and well-diſpoſed Mind. 
But becauſe theſe Writings are too large and 

too learned, to be read and examin'd by the ge- 


of 
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from theſe dangerous Infections. 


3 
ot Reaſoning, as Perſons of common Capacity 
cannot eaſily follow and comprehend; Who, as 


they have leſs Leiſure as well as Ability to enter 


into particular Examinations, are more liable 
to be impos'd upon, and more likely to be at- 
tack d by the Enemies of Chriſtianity! For this 


Reaſon, I have thought it LET Spoon, 


to draw up for your Uſe ſome few Rules and 
Cautions, which are ſhort and eaſy, and which 
being frequently perus'd and duly. attended to, 
may be a Means, under the Bleſſing of God, 
to preſerve ſincere and unprejudiced Chriſtians 


oy 


* 


I. Be ſure that you have a Mind ſincerely deſirous 
to know the Will of God, and firmly reſolvd to 


comply with whatever ſhall appear to be his Will. 
This is a neceſſary Preparation for the Know- 


ledge of Divine Truths. To be willing to know, 


and ready to practiſe; without which, Men not 
only may be eaſily deceiv'd by others, but are 
_ inEffe&determin'd beforehand to deceive them- 
ſelves. Where there is an Unwillingneſs to part 


with Luſts and Pleaſures and worldly Intereſts, 
there mult of courſe. be a Defire that the Chri- 


ſtian Religion ſhould not be true, and a Villing- 
 zeſs to favour and embrace any Argument that 
is brought againſt it, and to cheriſh any Doubts 
and Scruples that ſhall be rais'd concerning it. 
From a Mind ſo diſpos'd and fo prejudiced in 
Favour of the Enemy, Chriſtianity cannot ex- 
Pect a fair Hearing, but on the contrary all the 


Diſadvantage andOppoſition that Luſts and Paſ- 
Tons can ſuggeſt. And therefore our Saviour 
lays down this, as the true Foundation of Di- 


vine Knowledge, If any Man will do God's Mill, John vii. 


be ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God; 17. 
amplying, that a ſincere Deſre to know the 


— — ̃— - , ]—%— ———_—_—__— 


Truth, witli an hanck Difyobition to conkottti 
our Wills and Affections to it when known, is 
the beſt Preſervative againſt Error in Religion, 
and carries with it a well, grounded Aſſurance 


_ of the Divine Aid, to aſſiſt Perſons ſo difpos'd 


in ee Nr after Truth. And the Words 
do alſo carry in them this other Aſſertion, That 
'whoever is not firſt ſincerely diſpos'd to do the 
Will of God, he ſhall be in great Danger of 
not knowing the Doctrine whether it be of God, 
and of: remaining in a State of Ignorance and 
Error: 

II. As a farther Probf of 56 our Sincerity, be ord- 
Ful and diligent in the Uſe- of all thoſe Means which 
God has afforded you for the right underſtanding of 
his Vill: Particularly, in reading the Scrip- 
tures, and making them familiar to you, and 
comparing one Parr of them with another; by 
which a moderate Capacity may make confide- 
Table Advancement m the Knowledge of Reli- 

And you mult not fail to pray to God, 
that 3 in all your Searches and Enquiries after the 
Truth, bel will be pleas'd to guide and direct 
you by his Holy Spirit; which he is always rea- 


dy to vouchſafe to every humble and fincere 


Mind. And it after all your own Endeavours, 

you meet with Difficulties of any Kind; have 
recourſe to ſome Perſons of Piety and Learit- 
ing, upon whoſe Knowledge and Judgment you. 
believe you may ſafely rely. Only beware, 


that the Difficulties be not owing, either te a, 


Willingneſs on your Part to raiſe them, 'or to 


the indulging your felves in over curious and 
needleſs Enquiries. 1 


II. After jon have foal the Kreul of ouy 
own Hearts, attend to the Lives of thoſe who en- 
davon to o ſequee Jon, or whom you Jee endenvour- 
ing 
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# Advocates for e in what he is report- 


8 


71 


: | 155 to ſeduce others: Whether, in the general 


Courſe of them, they have been ſober, and re- 


gular and virtuous; or, on the contrary, vici- 


ous and irregular. If the latter, do not wonder 


that they take ſo much Pains to reaſon them- 
& ſelves into Infidelity, without which their Minds 


cannot be eaſy in the Enjoyment of theirVices? 
nor that they become Advocates for it, and are 
induſtrious to gain Proſelytes, on Purpoſe to 
keep themſelves in Countenance, and to make 
their Vices lefs infamous, by being more faſhi- 
onable Take it for granted, that ſuch Men 
are Enemies to Religion, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe Religion is an Enemy to their Lux- 


ury and. Luſts. For as it has been already ob- 


ferv'd under the firſt Head, that a Mind virtu- 
ouſly diſpos'd and ſincerely deſirous to under- 
ſtand the Will of God, is the beſt Preparation 
for the Knowledge of the Truth; ſo is a vici- 
ous Mind and a Villingneſs and Inclination. to 
disbelieve, the natural and neceſſary Parent of 
Error and Deluſion. Fe 


* 


And as ſome are naturally led by their Lufts; 


ro oppoſe the Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; ſo o- 


thers are led by Pride and Self conceit, to raiſe 
Doubts and Diſputes concerning any Opinions 
and Doctrines which are generally receiv'd and 
eſtabliſn'd, how evident ſoever it may be, that 
the Doctrines they oppoſe are agreeable to all 
the Principles of Virtue in general, and of 


Chriſtianity in particular. Such Men diſdain 


to think in the common Way; and valuing them- 


= felvesupon a more than ordinary Share of Know- 
ledge and Penetration do always affect Novelty 


and Singularity in Opinion, Which oppoſing Hu- 
mour was well expreſs'd by one of our modern 


ed 
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2 Delight in Diſputing, and Wrangling, and 


ſublime ſoever in itſelf, but may be turned 


praved and irreligious Mind, than the find- 


Rn 
ed to have ſaid of one of his Fellow-labourery 
to this Effect, That if his own Opinions were 
eftabliſh'd to Day, he would oppoſe them to 
Morrow. When therefore you obſerve any Per- 
fon to be eaper and forward in raiſing Doubts 
and Scruples about the Do&rines of Chriſtiani- 
ty, who alſo on other Occaſtons appears to take 


Oppoſing the general Sentiments of Mankind 
wonder not at it, but place it, as you well may, 
to the Account of Pride and Self-conceit, and, 
the natural Effed of theſe, a Spirit of Contra- 
IV. When you meet with auy Book upon the 
Subject of Religion, that is written in a ludicrous 
or unſerious Manner; take it for granted that it 
proceeds from a deprav'd Mind, and is written with 
an irreligious Deſgu. Such Books are calculated, 
not to inform the Underſtanding, but tocorrupt 
the Heart. There is no Subject, how grave or 


into Jeſt and Ridicule; and by being ſo turn'd, 
may be made to appear mean and deſpicable. 
And the Promoters of Infidelity very well know, 
that if by this Artifice they can take off the Re- 
verence that belongs to Religion, the Minds of 
the People are eaſily carried into a Diſregard of 
it and an Indifference about it; which is of 
courſe an Inlet to Vice; and Vice quickly im- 
proves an Indifference about Religion, into a 
Prejudice againſt it, and by degrees into a pro- 
feld d Exmity to it. Be ſure therefore to avoid 
this Snare; and do not only lay aſide, but abhor 
all ſuch Books as turn Religion into Jeft and 
Mirth: For, next to the Writing and Publiſhing 
them, there is not a more certain Sign of a de- 
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in them. Lan Te . 
1 V. Be not per ſmaded to part vi th Revelat ion, 
under Pretence of relying on Natural Reaſon as yaur 
only Guide. For Reaſon without the Aſſiſtanee 
given it by Revelation, has in Fact appear'd tp 
be a very inſufficient Guide. For which we 


may appeal to the endleſs and irreconcilable 


Differences among the ancient Philoſophers, nat 
only in Speculative Opinions, but in the great 
X Rules of Duty, as to what is right or wrong, 


lawful or unlawful ; and even in the chief End 


or Good which Man ought to propoſe to him- 
ſelf in order to his Happineſs. And it would be 
very ſtrange to ſuppoſe that the Generality of 
Mankind have ſufficient Leiſure and Ability to 
enter into the Depths of Philaſaphy, and to com- 
= pare the Opinions of the feveral Philoſophers, 


ſon, which of them is in the Right and which 


and to determine, upon the Foot of natural Rea- 


ing any Degree of Satisfadion and Complacency | 


in the Wrong. And much more extraordinary 
would it be to expect, that for the Sake of ſuch 


an uncertain and impracticable Rule, they 


ſſmould lay aſide a plain, clear and uniform 
dcheme of Duty, obvious to the meaneſt Capa- 


cities, and fully atteſted to come from God. 

But ſuppoſe the Philoſophers had furnith'd 
us with a conſiftent and ani fa m Scheme of maral 
Duties, which they are very far fram having 


lation has diſcovered to us, which were either 
to the beſt and wiſeſt among them, and yet Are 


XZ Knowledge of their Duty, and to make them 
Proceed in it with Comfort and Conftancy; Such 


ablolutely neceſſary to give Mankind a full 


dre, The Way in which an acceptable / vrſdip 


done; there are many other things that Reve- 


XZ wholly unknown, or known very imperfectly, 


2 
* 


1 10 ] | 07 
may be perform'd to the Deity; The certain 
Method of obtaining Pardon of Sin, and R? 
conciliation to God, and ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
to enable us to do his Will; and, That moſt 
powerful Motive to Duty and Obedience, the 
Full Aſſurance of Rewards and Puniſhments in 
another Life, according to our Behaviour in this, 
without a firm Perſwaſion of which (much fir- 
mer than any Philoſopher ever arriv'd to) it is 
morally impoſſible that Mankind, in this cor- 
rupt ſe, ſhould be reſtrained from Exceſs 
and Violence, and preſerved in a regular and 
orderly Courſe of Duty. 8 ä 
But the Truth is; Natural Religion, as ſet up 
againſt Revelation by our preſent Advocates 
for Infidelity, is very different from that which 
the wiſeſt of the ancient Philoſophers diſcover- 
ed by the Light of Reaſon 3 and this, in ſome 8 
very material Points. With the one, the Go- 
vernment of the Appetites was their great Fun- 
dation of Virtue and Goodneſs ; but with the 
other, the great Aim ſeems to be to gratifie em; 
and ſo their main Objection againſt Chriſtianity 
muſt be, that it requires Self-denial, and lays 
_ Reſtraints upon the irregular Appetites of Man- 
kind. The ancient Moraliſts labour'd by all 
the Arguments they could find, to give them- 
ſelves what they thought a comfortable Hope of 
| the Immortality of the Soul and a future State; 
j 5 but there is too much Cauſe to believe, that our 


modern Reaſoners do not wiſh or deſire that theſe 
Things may be true; on the contrary, the great 

1 Aim of all their Endeavours ſeems to be, toroot 
8 the Apprehenſion of em out of the World. The 
=... wilefl and moſt learned of the Philoſophers of 
5 old, ſaw and lamented their own Ignorance, and 
"the Imperfection of the utmoſt * B 
m e natura! 


| 5 [ 11 ] 

patural Reafon can attain to, and the great Ne- 
ceſlity there was of ſome further Light. But 
our modern Philoſophers are ſelf.ſufficient; fo 
far from deſiring further Light of any kind, that 
it is one Part of their Character to diſclaim all 
Atſſiſtance, even tho! it be from a divine Revela- 


tion. The Ancients preſerv'd the greateſt Reve- 


rence for Things ſacred 3 but their pretended 
Succeſſors in our Times, turn every Thing that 
is ſacred into Jeſt and Ridicule. So that natu- 
ral Religion, as now contended for among us, 
ſeems not to be meant for a Rule of Duty, but on- 
ly a ſpecious Name, to be ſet up againſt Revela- 
lation, and to proveChriſtianity,not only as tothe 
doctri nal but even the moral Part of it, tobe a need- 
leſs Inſtitution. And certainly, there cannot be 
XZ a greater Sign of a perverſe and deprav'd Mind, 
than the endeavouring to depreciate itz As it is 
an Inſtitution, that contains in it the Religion 
of Nature explain'd, 1mprov'd, and raiſed to 


gereatèr Degrees of Purity and Perfection; (re- 


gulating the inward Thoughts as well as theout- 
ward Actions; requiring us to abſtain not only 
from Sin, but from all Tendencies to it; not on- 
ly from Evil, but from all Appearance of Evil; 
commanding us to love and do good to our E- 
nemies as well as Friends, and enforcing the ſtrict 
Obſervance both of Moral and Chriſtian Duties, 
by Motives and Obligations ſtronger by far than 
any that natural Reaſon can ſuggeſt;) As it 
lays down a plain and eaſy Rule of Life, a- 
dapted to the meaneſt as well as the higheſt 
Capacities; As the Precepts of it are excel- 
lently calculated for the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind, by laying the ſtrongeſt Reſtraints 
upon their irregular Paſſions (Anger, Hatred 
and Revenge,) and every where inculcati b 
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nion ſo abſurd, but what ſome Philoſopher had 
held. The Truth is, Follies and Abſurdities in 


Time are poſitive and conceited, and afraid that 


and tranſmit their Names to Poſterity with Ad- 
vantage, but by broaching odd and ſingular No- 
tions, and by thinking differently from the ge- 
nerality of Mankind; which leads them of * 


—— —— 
: 


8 


; WT 

the moſt amiable Leſſons of Meekneſs, Bene- 
volence and Forgiveneſs; As it requires and 
enforces a ſtrict Obſervance of the Duties be- 
longing to the ſeveral Relations of Mankind to 
one another, on which the Peace and Order, 
not only of private Families, but of publick 


Societies, ſo greatly depend; © As it furniſhes 


us with the beſt Motives and moſt ſubſtantial 


Arguments for Comfort in the Time of Affliction, 
and enables us to bear all the Evils of this Life 
with Patience and Contentment; and finally, 
* As it opens to us a moſt comfortable View of 


Happineſs and Immortality in a future State. 


How ſuch an Inſtitution ſhould become the 
Object of their Hatred and Diſlike, is not to be 
accounted for, but from ſomewhat very cor- 
rupt and irregular in their Hearts; which 
makes them firſt averſe to the Purity it requires, 
and, for the Sake of that, profeſs'd Enemies to 

VI. Do not reckon the Truth of any Diſpenſation 
or Doctrine to be really Doubtful, merely becauſe 
ſome Men affe# to make a Doubt of at. There 
are Monſters in Mind, as well as in Body; and 
it is an old Obſervation; that there was no Opi- 


Opinion are without End, where Men give 
themſelves up to Scepticiſm, and at the ſame 


they ſhall not ſufficiently diſt inguiſſi themſelves, 


courſe to oppoſe whatever is generally receiv- d 
and eſtabliih'd. And when the 3 
11 | i | „ 


WW they ſet themſelves to overthrow, are ſuch as 

X curb and croſs the corrupt and inordinate De- 
EX Fires of Nature, and their own Doctrines come 

recommended by giving full Liberty and Indul- 
gence to the irregular Appetites of Men, and 
dy leſſening their Apprehenſions of a future 


Account, it is not to be wonder'd that they 
gain Proſelytes. . ; & F 5 1 33 205 n 
VII. hen a Revelation is ſuſſciently atteſted 

to come from God, let it not weaken your Faith, 

if you cannot clearly ſee the Fitneſs and Expedi- 

ence of every Part of it, This would be, to make 

your ſelves as knowing as God; \ whoſe Wiſ- 

dom is infinite, and the Depth of whoſe Diſpen- : 
ſations, with the Reaſons and Ends of them, are 
not to be fathom'd by our ſhort and narrow 
Comprehenſions. God has given us ſufficient 
Capacity to know him, and to learn our Duty, 
and to judge when a Revelation comes from 
him; which is all the Knowledge that is needful 
to ns in our preſent State. And it is the greateſt 
PFolly as well as Preſumption in any Man, to en- 
ter into the Counſels of God, and to make him- 
ſelf a judge of the Wiſdom of his Diſpenſations 
to ſuch a Degree, as to conclude that this or 
X that Revelation cannot come from God, becauſe 
he cannot ſee in every reſpect the Fitneſs and 
X RKeaſonableneſs of it: Lo ſay, for inftance, that 
either we had no need of a Redeemer, or that a 
better Method might havebeen-contriv'd for our 
X Redemption; and vpon the whole, not to give 
God leave to ſave us in his own Way. In theſe 
Caſes, the true Inference is, that the Revelation : 
is therefore wiſe; and good, and juſt, and fit to 
be receivd and ſubmitted to by us, becauſe we 
have ſufficient Reaſon to believe that it comes 
from God. For ſo far he has made us 2 
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Judges, inaſmuch as Natural Reaſon inform: 
us what are the proper Evidences of a Divine 
Revelation; but he has not let us into the 
Springs of his Adminiſtration, nor ſhown us 
the whole Compaſs of it, nor the Connexion of 
the ſeveral Parts with one another; nor, by 
conſequence, can we be capable to judge ade- 
quately of the Fitneſs of the Means which he 
makes uſe of to attain the Ends. On the con- 
trary, the attemping to make ſuch a Judgment; 
s to ſet ourſelves in the place of God, and to 
forget that we are frail Men; that is, ſhort- 
ſighted and ignorant Creatures, who know ve- 
ry little of divine Matters, further than it has 
pleas'd God to reveal them to us. 
VIII. Suffer. not yourſelves to be drawn from 
the more plain and direct Proofs of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, to Proofs, which however good, are 
le ſs obvious to common Capacities, | This is an Ar- 
tifice uſual with Writers who engage in a bad 
Cauſe; to labour, in the firſt Place, to fix the 
Merits of the Cauſe they oppoſe, upon fotne 
Point which either has little relation to it, or 
at leaſt is not the main Point; and then to run 
into ſuch Proofs as are moſt remote and intri- 
cate; and both theſe, on purpoſe to draw the 
Reader's Attention from the true State of the 
Caſe, and from the Proofs which are moſt plain, 
ſtrong, and direct. There are many ſorts of 
Proofs, by which the Truth of Chriſtianity is 
ſupported as, 1, Types. 2, Prophecies. 3, The 
General Expectation of Chriſt's Coming at that 
Time, 4, The Miracles he wrought. 5, His 
Predi@ions of his own Death, and Reſurrection, 
and of many other Events, which were punc- 
tually fulfilled: And 6, The {ſpeedy and won- 
derful Propagation of the Goſpel, after his 
. F Death. 
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3 FI Bat all theſe, tho' in themſelves £04 


gent and concluſive, are not equally plain and 


= cer to every Ca pacity. 


1. The Types which the Chriſtian Writers 


of all Ages have inſiſted on, as prefiguring a 
W ſufcring Saviour, could not be applied to Chriſt 
W by the Few: who liv'd before his Coming, be- 
14 caſe they expected a Temporal Prince and a 
WT triumphant Saviour; but they are expreſsly * 


plied to him, and repreſented as centring in 
him, by the Inſpir'd Writers of the New Te- 


ſtament, and particularly by St. Faul, who re- 

W ceiv'd his Inſtructions immediately from Hea- 
ven. The Paſchal Lamb, for inftance, Which 
as ſlain every Year at the Feaſt of the Paſſo- 
ver, and was by God's fpecial Appointment to Exod. xit, 
be without Blemiſh, and to be ſlain only at Fe- 5: _ 
uſalem, and the Bones of it not to be broken, N 
vas moſt manifeſtly a Type of our Saviour s Exod. xii, 
W Death; which, beſides an Agreement in the 46. 
X Circumſtances already mention'd, was on the Numb.ix, 
= very ſame Day, and on the very ſame Part of ; 
the Day, that the Paſchal Lamb was appoint- 
ed to be ſlain; and, by a fi gnal Providence, 

7 2 Bone of him was not broken z tho' it was a 

W known Cuſtom to break the Bones of thoſe 

& who were crucified, and the Bones of the two 

= who were crucified with him were actually 
broken. Well then might John the Baptiſt 

= fay to the People, Behold the Lamb of God 5 John 1. 
9 3 St. Faul ſtyle him, Chrift our Paſſover ; and 3 


29. | 
St, Peter fi ak of him, as of a Lamb vithbat 1Cor.v. 7. 
Go without Sp br . 3 1 Pet. to 


2. In like manner, the Prophecies of thi o "a 


4 reiten as foretelling the Time, Place and 
other Circumſtances of the Birth, Lite, Death, 
5 and ——— of the Meſſiah, with many 


Particulars 
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Particulars concerning the Nature of his King- 


dom, and the Times of it, are not only applied 
to him by the inſpired Writers of the New 
. Teſtament, and by the ſucceeding Chriſtians 
in all Ages, but were ſo applied by the ancient 
Jewiſh Writers themſelves, long before the 
Coming of Chriſt into the World. From 
, whence aroſe that general Expectation of his co- 
ming at that Time, which we find atteſted by 
the concurring Evidenge of Jewiſh, Chriſtian, 8 


and Heathen Writers. 


That a Meſſiah was promiſed in the Law and 
the Prophets, and that this was univerſally be- 
liev'd and acknowledg'd by the Jews, appears 
by the whole Tenor of St. Paul's and St. Peters 
Diſcourſes to them, as they are recorded in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. Where we ſee plainly, 
the only Point in diſpute between them and 
the Fews, was, Whether or no that Promiſe 
was fulfil'd in our Saviour? For as the Apo- 
ſtles conſtantly reaſon'd with them from the 
Prophecies and Predictions of the Old Teſta- 
ment, ſo all their Reaſonings were to prove, 
that they were fulfil'd in him. We do not 
find, that any Doubt was rais'd by the Fews, 
whether the Paſſages quoted from thoſe Books, 
had been rightly applied to a Meſſiah by their 

_ own Teachers, or whether the Expectation 
there was of a great Deliverer was well foun- 
- ded in the Scriptures ; the only thing, which, 
the Fews themſelves being Judges, wanted to 
be prov'd, was, that thoſe Scriptures were 

_ rightly applied by the Apoſtles to Feſus of Na- 
zareth, whom their Rulers had put to death, 
but who by the Power of God was rais'd again 
to Life; of which the Apoſtles were Eye-wit- 


neſſes, and the Truth of their Teſtimony was 


imony was 


1 e | U 2, 7 ] : ; | 

87 eonfirm'd by the miraculous Gifts and Pow- 
„ers of the Holy Ghoſt. This was the great 
point in their Regſonings with the Jews, To 
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prove that Jeſus Was the Perſon promis'd; for 


Ky 


tures of the Old Teſtament, and did it with 


he which they made their Appeals to the Scrip- 


IM | 
E Synagogue of the Jews, St, Paul went in unto 
XX them, as his Manner was, and three Sabbath 


— 


= /afer'd, and riſen again from the dead, and that 
this Jeſus whom I preach unto you is Chriſt. At 
XxX Damaſcus, he confounded the Jews which 
=X dwelt there, proving that this is the very 
XX Chriſt, So, in the Synagogue at Berea, he 
F RE reaſoned with them out of the Scriptures ; 


7 and it is ſaid in Commendation of the ers 
there, that they receiv'd the Word with all Readi- 


IX whether theſe Things were ſo, Of the ſame kind, 
Was his Diſcourſe with the Jews at Antioch, - 


Of this Man's (David's) Seed, hath God, accord- 
ing to his Promiſe, rats'd unto Iſrael, a Saviour, 


nor het the Voices of the Prophets which are read 


great Succeſs. At Theſſelonica, where was a 
ein, 


= Days reaſoned with them out of the Scriptures, - 
1 omg and alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs have 


= Fefus :— Becauſe they knew him not (viz. Chriſt,.) 
q every Sabbath Day, they have fulfilled them in 


Ads xvii. 
i, 2, 3 


Ads ix. 
22. \ 

Ats xvii. 
10,1112. 


condemning him. ——— The Promiſe which was 


made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
Jane to us their Children, in that he hath raiſed 


7 ſet forth at large. Thus alſo he defends him- 
ſelf before Felix, This I confeſs unto thee, that 
T the God of my Pathers, believing all Things which 
4 % before 


uh Jeſus again; according to what was pro- 
pPheſied by David and Iſaiah, which 1s there 


after the Way which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip 


= are written in the Law and the Prophets. And 


Ads xxvi. before Feſtus and A 4 T am jadg' d the 

» why 27 Hope of the and for made of God unto fx Wy 

; thers.— Having. obtained Help of God, I continue ⁵ 
unto this Da); witneſſing hoth to ſmall and great, 

Saying none other Things, than thoſe 71505 the 

8 Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come. — King 

ith Asrippa, believeſt thou the Prophets? I know that 

1 tbon believeſt. To which es replied, Al- 

ix moſt thou perſwadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. And 

when he was at Rome, he explained and te- 

ſtified to the Fews who came to him, the King: 

= dom of God; perſwading them concerning 74 „ 

4 5 both out of the La of Moſes, aud out, of the 

1 1 e 0 til Evening. N © 

1 The Ads of the Apoſtles give the like Account 
1 75 , of St. Peter, Ab on nh Day of. Pentecoſt, 

| preach'd to the Jews upon the 8 of the 

Seriptures, with ſuch Succeſs, that great Numbers 

_ gladly receiv'd bis Word, and the ſame Day there 

were added to them. about three thouſand Souls. 

Adds fl And a little after, upon his healing an impotent 

18, 21,22, Man i in Solomon's Porch, and the People's run- 

24-25, 26. ning together to him, we have another Decla- 

lation of his to the ſame Purpoſe : Thoſe things 

which God beforehand had Bows by the Mouth of 

all bis Pre thets, that Chriſt ſhould 7/0 he bath 

fo fulfilled, "Whom the Heaven muſt receive, 

1055 the Tine of Reftitution of all Things, which = 

God bath Jes py th Mouth of all bis holy Fro- | 

hets, fince the World began. For Moſes truly 

Jaid unto the Fathers, A, Prophet Hall the Lord 

/ a vou God raiſe up unto you : TH ea, and all the Pro- 
phets from Sammel, 3p; thoſe that follow after, : 


Afts pra. Day. — And many which heard the Word, be- 1 
85 lie ved. and the Number of the Men was about fg = 
Beleg, Min, in hig N to 9 

an 


e 


many as have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſs 4 


1 . + 


0 233 Wy 0 


py 


by St. Stephen : Thi 3s that Moſes » 

== #:to the, Children of Iſrael, A Prophet Hall the 37, 52. 
Lord your God raiſe up unto v0. I hich of the 
= Prophets have not your Fathers perſrents 

= they have ſlain them which ew d befo 
coming of the juſt. One, of whom. you have been now, 
= the Betrayers and Murdexers. And Philip converts 
the Treaſurer of Queen Candace, whom he found Afts viii. 
reading the 53d Chapter of 1ſaiab,.by begin- 
bing at that Scripture, and preaching to him Je- 


pf Kr. 


And of Apollos it is ſaid, that he was an eloquen 
IT mightily convinced the Fews, and that publick 
== /ewing by the Scriptures, that Feſus was the Chriſt. 

N This then was the Reaſoning of the Apoſtles, 
and other holy Men, in order to the Converſion 

ol the Jews; and it is no other, than what 
St. Paul learnt by immediate Revelation; for he 1 Cor. xv. 
tells the Corinthians, that he deliver'd ta them 3' 


vas buried, and that be roſe again the third 
© according to the Scriptures ; and the other Apo- 
ſtles were inſtructed in the ſame way of Reaſon- 


ing by our Saviour himſelf, who a little before Luke 
his Paſſion, took to him the Twelve, and ſa 
= nnto them, Behold, we go up to Feruſalem, al 
all things that are written in the Prophets conger- 
i the Son of Man fhall be accompliſh'd, But 
then they under food none of theſe things; and there- 


— 


„ 
5 Hi n (Jeſus) God raiſed Age x. 47, 
up- and commanded us to preach ta the 255 85 443. 


to teſtifie, that it is he which was ordain 


BY 


"DM | ' 12 wk * 42 „* * . * A 3. & ** - TAR 5 
do be the Fudge of Quick and Dead; to him give al 
the Prophets witneſs. 


The ſame Appeal to the Feuer 55 made 1 
es phich aid Aès vii, 


* 
0 
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* 


rented * and 
before of the 
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us; upon which he believ'd, and was baptis d. 
Man, and mighty in the Scriptures ; and that be : % 5 i 
** 


> x 
* a * 


e which be date, bow that Cnif died for 
our fins according to the Scriptures, aud that he x 
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fore, after his Reſurrection, be open d their Un- 
derſtandings; firſt, of two of them, whom he 
met going to Emmaus, O Fools, and flow of Heart 


gh 25, to believe all that the Prophets have ſpoken ; bu 
2 27. ought not Chriſt to-bave- ſuffer'd theſe things, and 
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to enter into his Glory? And beginning at Moſes, 
and all the Prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the Scriptures, the things concerning himſelf : 
And then of the Eleven, Theſe are the Words 
which T ſpake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things muſt be fulfilled, which were writ- 
ten in the Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms, concerning me, Then open'd he 
their Underſtandings, that they might underſtand 
the Scriptures, and ſaid unto them, Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 
to vi ſe from the Dead the third Day, and that Re- 
pentance and Remi ſion of Sins ſhould be preach d 


in his Name among all Nations. 


Such frequent Appeals to the Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, to prove that Feſus was 
the Meſſiah, plainly ſuppoſe the Promiſe of a 
Meſſiah ; and the Succeſs they had, notwith- 


ſtanding the Prejudices the Fews were under a- 
_ gainſt a Suffering Meſſiah, ſhows the Propriety 


ang Efficacy of this Argument in order to the 
Conviction of that People, to whom the Promiſe 
was made, and whoſe earneſt Deſire and Expecta- 
tion of a Deliverer had led them of courſe to be 
Familiarlyj acquainted with the Prophecies con» 
cerning him. . : . i 
But becauſe the Evidence ariſing from parti- 
cular Types and Prophecies, is now by Length 
of Time, and Diſtance of Place, and Change of 
Cuſtoms, become obſcure and difficult to the 
Generality of People, and cannot be thoroughly 
diſcuſs'd without àa great Variety of Knowledge 
dd +" *.. __ 


„„ 


concerning the ancient Jewiſh Cuſtoms, and 


the Authority of their Writings, and the exact 


FRF Calculations of Time: All which require much 


Study, and leave room to ill-minded Men to 
diſpute and cavil, and to perplex Readers who 
are unacquainted with the Learning and Hiſtory 
of former Ages: For theſe Reaſons, thePromoters 
of Infidelity might well hope to find their Ac- 
count in reſting the whole Evidence of Chriſtia- 
nity upon the Types and Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament; partly to furniſh wicked Minds with 


Objections, and fill weak Minds with Doubts ; 


and partly to draw and divert Mankind from 
attending to the more plain, ſtrong and direct 


Evidences of the Truth of Chriſtianity. - _ 


To avoid this Snare, fix your Mind ſtedfaſt- | 


1y upon the Teſtimony of Facts which are un- 


deniable, and upon Conſequences flowing from 


them, which are plain and obvious to the mean- 


eſt Capacities. 5 : 5 
3. As to the Fas contained in the Ne Te- 
ſtament; they have the fulleſt Teſtimony that 


any ancient Hiſtory can have: They are tranſ- 


mitted to us by Perſons who were Eye. witneſſes 


of them, or at leaſt Contemporary with thoſe 
that were ſo, of whom they had diligently en- 


quir'd. Perſons, to whom no Fraud, Inſincerity 
or Immorality of any kind, was ever objected : 


© So far from being ſuſpe&ed of Deſign. or 


Contrivance, that they were deſpiſed both by 


= Few and Gentile, as ſimple and ignorant Men 
Not mov'd by any Proſpect of Riches, Ho- 
nours, or other temporal Advantage, but on the 


contrary expos'd to continual Perſecutions upon 


the ſingle Account of their giving Teſtimony 


to thoſe Facts; in which, notwithſtanding, 
they perſevere to the laſt, and were . wy 


4 


- 
» 


1 1 3 
ſeal the Truth of their Teſtimony with their 

lood, às we are aſſured ſeveral of them did: 
Nor can there be the leaſt Doubt, whether 
18 5 were the very Perſons who recorded 
the Facts as convey'd to us; ſince we find the 
Books by which they have been . ex- 
preſsly aſcribed to them, and frequently cited 
under their Names, by the Writers of the very 
next Age, and of every Age ſince; and not 
only received as ſuch by the ſeveral Chriſtian 
Churches, but admitted both by Jews and Hea- 
thens, in their Writings againſt Chriſtianity. 
We alſo find, by the numerous Paſſages which 


they cite from them, and by the early Tran- 


| {lations of the Books themſelves into | ſeveral 
Languages, that they are the ſame with thoſe 


we now have; and are moreover aſſur'd, that 
the Original Writings of ſeveral of them were 


preſerv*d for ſome Ages, and frequently ap- 


peal'd to by the Chriſtians, in their Diſputes 


with Hereticks. Theſe are the known Evi- 
dences, to prove that any ancient Book, whe- 
ther ſacred or profane, was really written by 
the Perſon whoſe Name it bears; and it appears 
by what has been ſaid, that they may be applied 


with greater Strictneſs and Juſtice to the New Wl 


Teftament, than to any, other ancient Writing 
whatſoever 3 particularly, in the Point of fo 
many Perſons laying down their Lives, in 


Facts contained in them. 


Teſtimony of the Truth of the Doctrines and 


4. As to the Conſequences from thoſe Facts, an 

the Application of them in order to ſatisfy your 
ſelves concerning the Truth of Chriſtianity; be- 
gin with the GENERAL EXPECTATION there 
was of a Meſſiah, or great Prophet and Deliverer, 
about the Time that our Saviour came. Tr 
201 ee RVA ER NE So 
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3 the Proof of this, you . go no further 
than the Writings of 1 Shi 155 4. 
aid of Simeoht, a juſt and devout Man, that be Luke fi. 
E vas waiting, for the Conlation of Iſrael. Anna 253 39. | 
1 75 She Prophetels  ſpake of Jeſus to, all them that 
s ber d for Redemption in eruſalem. U pon 1 5 
the appearing of Fohn the Baptiſt, the Prop Luke iii, 
© were in Expectation, and all Men muſed 7 in their 15. 
Elarts, whether he were the Chriſt or not. The | 
a from Fohn to Chriſt. was, Art thou be Mat. 1.3. 
bat ſhould come? Art thou that Prophet? Au: 
drew tells his Brother, V+ have found the Meſ- John i. 
| laß, i. e. the Chriſt. The People, ſeeing the 4 
eee of the Loaves, ſay, This 7s of a Truth, Joh. v. 14. 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the World, 
At another Time it is aid by the People, Of a Jobn vii. 
4 ab this is the Prop het: This 7s Th Chriſt, 40, 41+ 
The Woman of 1 5 faith, I know that Meſ- John ir. 
ah cometh, which is called Chril. The Peo- 25. 
ple ſay, Do the Rulers know indeed, that this is 
= the very Chrift? The Jews come about Jeſus, John x. 
and ask him, How long doſt thou make us to doubt ? 24. 
F thou be the Chriſt, tell us plainly, Martha 
ſäaith to Jeſus, I believe that thon art the Chriſt, John xi. 
the Son of God, which ſhould come into the Mord. 
And the Hig hc, ad jures him to declare, "FS 
V pbetber be was the Chuiſt the Son of «ds XLVi. 63. 
= Theſe are Facts, which plainly ſhow. that 
there was among the Fews at that Time, a ge- 
gneral Expectation of a Meſſiah; and this Ex- 
3M pectation could ariſe from nothing, but a known 
and general Agreement among them, that that 
vas the Time which their Prophets had fix'd 
for his coming. And even the Evaſion of the 
Modern Fews, that two Meſſiahs were foretold, 
one Suffering, and the other Triumphant, is an 
5 88 from the Youth: of an Neue 
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be kee bah u lei and ſuffering Condition, 
be e yourchief Regard and deen e 
* Teſtimony. of Miracles; thoſe mighty 


Works which were Wrought by Chriſt and his WE 
Aͤxpoſtles. For this is in its Nature a moſt ſure, 
Plain and eaſy Proof, which the meaneſt Capa- Wl 
0 Ltties are capable of apptehending and entring 
8 _ © Infos, and which therefore was evidently in- 
we _ +-" | tended to be the principal Means of convincing 

RE De afl Mankind of, the Truth of Chriſtianity. 10 
= 3 om That Pur eu eue many an] great 
UW  _ , Miracles on all Occaſions, 70 the whole Wl 
0 Oourſe of his Miniſtry, before Multitudes of == 
© People, in the Preſence of Enemies as 120 5 


Friends, with a bare Word, and with real anc 
Permanent Effects, is to deny the Evidence of 
. Senſe, and to deftroy at once the Truth of all 

_ . Hiſtory whatſoever 3 and in this Particular it 


5 174 1 
"3 


zs to deny that which the bittereſt Enemies of 

_ Chriſtianity of old had not the Hardineſs to 
deny. To fay (as the Fews did) that thoſe Mi: 

© racles were wrought by the Alliſtance of Evil 
Spirits, is, to fall into the Abſurdities with 
which our Saviour juſtly charges them, viz, 

© That Satan caſts out Satan: That a Perſon 
Whoſe Life was moſt holy, and his Doctrine 
divine, pure and heavenly, was all the while 
carrying on the Work of the Devil; and, That 

a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Mercy, 


o 


| Charity, Truth, Meckneſs, Patience and Peace, 
could be enabled to work Miracles by any 


Power but what was Divine. 
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And therefore we find, thas ug im of 
ten appeals ta his M or s, or the Miracles wrough 
by him, as full and convincing T eſtimonies 
his coming from God. Fot inſtance, It is ſai 
of Fohn the Baptiſt, that he Wrought no Mir 
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racles; upon which out Saviour argues thus With 


the Fews, I bave greater Witueſs than that .of . 
lohn; for the Works which the Father bath given 36. 
ne to finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, beat Vit- 

WE neſs of me that the Father bath ſent me. At ana- 

ther Time, when the Fewricame about him and 

WT ſaid, How long doſt thou make ub to doubt? If thoude John x. 
WT the Chrift, tell us plainly ; his Anſwer was, I told 24, 25. 
on and ye believed: not; the Works that Ido in 
= my Father's Name, they bear  itnefs of ne; and 
= again; to the ſame Effect, If Ido not the Works Iba 
= of my Father, believe me not; but if Ido, tho 

Hon believe not me, believe the Works; and in a- 
nother Place, Believe me for the very Works John aiv. 
XX ſake. And a little before his Aſdention, he tells 1121 
his Diſciples, Te ſhall receive Power, after that Acts i, 3. 


= the Holy Ghoſt is come npon v; aud e fall be 18 
i tneſſes unto me in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and to the utmoſt Parts of the 
Ear th. Apreeably to which St. Mark tells us, Mark vi, 
== that they went forth, and preached every where ; 0. 
== the Lord working with them, and confirming the - 
== ord with Signs following. Aud it is faid in the 
Ad. that the Lord gave Teſtimony! into the 
== Word of his Grace (i. e. the Goſpel) and grant - 
ted Signs and W oe rs to be done dyvtherr Hands. 
The Miracles they were enabled to work, were 
the proper and ſtanding Evidences of the Truth 
_ of cheir Daa... ——? 
Nor does Chtiſt only appeal to his Works, ane 
enable his Apoſtles to do Signs and Wanders 
FR In order to „ Goſpel, 15 þ 
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he grounds Wer 
jected him, on the 


4 among them the Works which none ot her Man did, 
they had not had Sin: And elſewhere he upbraids 


Matt, xi. the Cities wherein moſt of his mighty Works || 


29. _ - were done, \becanſe they repented not. And the 
Heb.ii. 3. Apoſtle to the Hebrews reaſons thus: How ſball 
we eſcape if-we neglet ſo great Salvation, which 
at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God al- 
Jo bearing them Witneſs, both with Signs and 
Wonders, and with divers Miracles and Gifts 

of the Holy Ghoſt, On the other hand, we are 

John ii. told by St. John, that when Chriſt was in Feru- 


23. ſalem, at the Paſſover, many believed in his Name, 


when' they ſaw the Miracles which he did. And 


reat Guilt of the 'Fews who re- 
- ir having ſeen his Works, and 
John xv. yet not been convinced by em: I had not don 


Nicodemus a Ruler of the Fews addreſſes himſelf 


John iii. 2. thus to Chriſt; Ve know that thou art a Teacher 


come from God; for no Man can do thoſe Miracles 


Jobn vii. That thou doft; except God be with him. Again, 


31 Many of the People believed on him, and ſaid, when 


Chriſt cometh vill. he do more Miracles than theſe 


«which this Man hath done? And in another Place, 
the Multitude who were fed with the Loaves, 
- - . when they had ſeen the Miracles which Jeſus 


0 


* 


John vi. did, ſaid, Thi ig of a Truth that Prophet which 
i4 Fhould come into the World. And when the 


Chief Prieſts and Phariſees: had aſſembled a 
Council to conſider what they ſhould do, their 
John xi. reaſoning was this: V hat do we? For this Man 


47, 48. "doth many Miracles? F we let him thus alone, all 


Men will believe on hin. Upon which, St. Peter 


Afi. might well ſay, Ie Men of Iſrael, bear theſe 


3%» Words: Jeſus of Nazareth, à Man approved of 
God among yon by Miracles, and Wonders, and 
Signs, which God did by bim in the midſt of you, as 

ge jour ſelves alſo know, | Theſe 


= 
: 


F-- Theſe Appeals which our Saviour makes to 


bis Miracles, together with the immediate Con- 
vickions wrought by them, are joint Teſtimo- 
nies of the Propriety and Efficacy of the Argu- 
ment drawn from thence. And ſince Miracles 
could be no Teſtimony at all, if they were not 


13 5 true and real; thoſe Appeals and Convictions 
are of themſelves ſufficient to ſne the Vanity 
and Wildneſs of a late Attempt, to prove that 


our Saviour's Miracles were merely Allegorical; 


in which it is hard to perſwade one's ſelf, that 
the Author, if in his right Mind, can be ſeri- 
ous and in earneſt. But ſince the Notion he has 
vented, is induſtriouſly made uſe of by Scep- 
ticks and Infidels to nike and perplex un- 
RX wary and ignorant People, who eaſily ſee, that 
if Chriſt wrought no real Miracles, Chriſtiani- 
ty has no real Support; for their ſakes, and on 
no other Account, I will proceed to ſhew the 
Abſurdity of that Notion; without any De- 
ſign to convince the Author himſelf, who ei- 


ther is not in earneſt, or not capable of Convic- 


What he undertakes to prove, is, that the 
Miracles of our Saviour, as we find them in the 
Evangeliſts, however related by them as Hifto- 
vical Truths and without the leaſt Intimation 
that they are not to be underſtood literally, were 
not real, but merely Allegorical, and that they 
are to be interpreted, not in the literal, but on- 
Iy in Myſtical Senſes; which ſtrange and En- 
thuſiaſtical Scheme he has purſued throughout, 
in a moſt profane and ludierous manner. His 
Pretence is, that the Fathers conſider'd our Sa- 
viour's Miracles in the ſame Allegorical Way 
that he does; that is, as merely Allegorical, and 
excluſive of the Letter. An Aſſertion ſo noto- 
E e "> riouſſy 


rioully. falſe, that it requires the greateſt On- 
rity to think that he himſelf did not knd it 
to be ſo. Some af the Fathers indeed, in their 
Explications of Scripture to the People, of 
. which their Sermons in thaſe Days chiefly con ; 
fiſted;being willing to uſe all Means, and to omit 
no Opportunities of exciting in them a Spirit 
af Piety and Devotion, did not confine them- 
felves to the bare Letter, but endeavour'd up- 
on the Foundation of the Letter, to raiſe ſp» 
ritual Meanings, and to allegoriſe upon them 
by way of moral Application; and this, not 
only upon the Miracles of our Saviour, but up- 
on almoſt all the Hiſtorical Facts which are re- 
corded either in the Old or New Teftament ; 
and the ſame was alſo a receiv'd Method of In- 
ſtruction among the Fews. But would he have 
us ſuppoſe, that the Primitive Fathers intend- 
sd to deny the literal Facts of our. Saviour's 
Miracles, or to make them merely Allegorical; 
when he has not produced any one Authority 
out of the whole Body of the Fathers of the firſt 
three hundred Years after Chriſt, except Origen, 
that can be pretended to countenance his ex- 
cluding the literal Senſe ? He has indeed heap'd 
together a number of Quotations ; chiefly out 
of the Fathers and Writers of the fourth, fifth, 
and following Centuries; but many of the Paſfas. 
ges he quotes, either expreſly affirm, or evident} 
ſuppoſe the literal Truth of our Saviour's Mi- 
racles; and others of them tell us, that we muſt 
not e in the Letter, but endeavour ta find 
out myſtical: and ſpiritual Meanings. Now, 
as ſuch Quotations are far from denying the 
Truth of our Saviour's Miracles according to 
the Letter, they can be no manner of Service 
to his Cauſe; and therefore it is hard to ſay — 
3 . Mhat 
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WG hit eha he produced them, unleſs it was to A. 
muſe his Egli Readers with the Appearante 
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ter into the . Way than any other, 
yet ſo far was he from not belleving and allows | 
ing our Saviour's Miracles in the Titerdl Senſe, 
that in many Parts of his Book againſt Celſus, 

| Which conſiſts, not of popular Diſcourſes, bur 

of juſt and ſober Reiſonings, he directly ar- 

| Shes from them in Defence of Chriſtianity, 
in anſwer to Celſus's 'Boaſtings of the Pre- Lib. 1. p. 
Leßpts and Diſcipline of the Greeks, he urges, J. Edit. 
| that Chriſtianity has a more divine Demonſtra- Spenc. 

W tion, which the Apoſtle calls the Demonſtratioon 

= of the Spirit, and of Power; and he explains 

= Power to be the Miracles of Chriſt, which, 
# ſays he, we believe to have been wrought, as 
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from many other Arguments, ſo particularly 

from this, that the Foot ſſeps of the ſame Power 
do ſtill appear. In ſeveral Places, he takes no- Lib. 1. p. 
tice of Celſuss aſcribing the Miracles of 'our 7, 30, 34, 
Saviour to Art Magick; and having particularly 53 
mention'd the reſtoring of Lunaticks, caſting” 

= out Devils and curing Diſeaſes, . in the Name 

of Chriſt, he adds, Hat C?lfus, not being able 

to reſilt the Evidences arfling from the won= 

derful Works wrought by him, of which thoſe 

he nam'd were a few out of many, aſcrib'd%em 

to Art Magick; and then he ſhows at large the 
Abſurdity of that Suppoſition. He takes no- Lib. 1. p. 
tice, that both Moſes and Feſus did wonderful 53: 
= works, and ſuch as exceeded human Power, . F- 
= and then expoſtulates with the Fews for believ- : 
ing the Things which Moſes wrought, tho” 
recorded ſingly by himſelf, and reje&ing the 
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Miracles of Chriſt, upon the Teſtimony of 


his Diſciples; while the Chriſtians, as he adds, 
were the more ready to believe the Miracles of 
Chriſt as recorded by his Diſciples, on account 

| of the Prophecy of Moſes concerning him. He 
' Lib. 1. p. argues for the Reality of the Deſcent. of the 
34 Holy-Ghoſt upon our Saviour, from the Mi- 
racles which he wrought, and mentions the 
caſting out Devils, and the curing Diſeaſes in 

his own Time, as one Argument of the Truth of 
Lib. 2. p. thoſe Miracles. In proof that Feſus was the 
87, 88. Son of God, he urges his healing the Lame 
and the Blind, according to the Prophecy con- 


cerning him; and then proceeds to ſhow the 


Reality of what the Evangliſts relate concern- 
ing his raiſing Perſons from the Dead, and why 

| he rais'd no more; and adds, that his Miracles 

were intended, not only to be Figures or Symbols, 

burt alſo the Means of converting Multitudes 

to the Chriſtian Faith; thereby plainly ac- 
knowledging the literal as well as the allegorical 
Lib. 2. P. Meaning, He proves the Truth of Chriſt's 
91; 9. Miracles, from others ad een the 
like; and makes the ſame Difference between 
their Works and Chriſt's, that there was between 

the Miracles of Moſes and the Magicians ; 

and fays, that a Few who defends the Mira- 


cles of Moſes, is as perverſe as the Egyptians, if 


Lib. 2. p. he reje& thoſe of Chriſt, He ſpeaks of 
91, 92. the Miracles of Moſes and Chrift, as convert- 


ing whole Nations; and obſerves that Chriſt 
was to overthrow the Cuſtoms in which the 


People had been educated, and to deal with 
a Nation that had been taught to require 
Signs and Wonders, and therefore had at leaſt 
as great need to ſhow them, in order to gain 


Belief, as Moſes, Who had not thoſe Difficulties 
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BS ercome.— * He ſ4ys, that whoever 


ould embrace the Chriſtian Religion, was 
auir'd by Chrift and his Diſco, to believe 
ao Divinity and Miracles. He ſpeaks of 
ie wonderful Works of Chriſt (however diſ- 
eliev'd by Cælſus) as the Effects of a divine 
Power. And, as to the Apoſtles, he ſhows 
No abſurd it would have been in them, to 
ttempt the Introducing and Eſtabliſhing a 
e Doctrine in the World. without the help 
f Miracles. C 

adge now, whether Origen ought to be pro- 
uc'd as one who did not believe the Miracles 


full and proper Teſtimonies of the Truth of the 
briſtian Religion; and let this Inſtance con- 
Pince you, how unſafe. it is to take the Opi- 
ion of the Fathers, or of any other Writers, 
rom particular Paſſages and Expreſſions which 
may be prck'd out of them, without attending 
o the Occaſions upon which they were writ- 
en, or comparing them with the other Works 
pf the ſame Authors. ALiberty; which has been 
nuch us d of late; and, if allow'd, would put it 
In the Power of deſigning Men to make aimoſt 
ny Writer ſpeak what Opinion they pleaſe. 
At the ſame Time it muſt be own'd,. that 
rigen, and ſome others, indulg'd themſelves 
urther in the Allegorical way, than was con- 
ſtent with ſober Reaſoning and found Judg- 
nent; for which, He in particular was greatly 
plam'd, both in his own Time, and by many 
fk the Fathers of the ſucceeding Ages. But 
heir Intentions were certainly pious z and it 
ould not be imagin d, that there ever would be 
uch a Man in the World, who ſhould make it a 
Queſtion, whether * Father believ'd the 
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Lib. z. 
p. 128, 


Lib. 6. 
P · 368. 


Lib. 1. 
P. 39, 34. 


f Chriſt, according to the literal 8enſe, and 


Huet. 8 
Origeni- 
ana, P. 
1780. 


Fact e 


IE 
Facts literally underſtood, who in his Defence 
of the Chriſtian Religion againſt Fews and 


Heathens, àppeal'd to the Miracles of our Sav;. Ml *” 

| - © * our 1n their plain and literal Senſe; as the great by 

N EEuidence of his being fent from God. And as ef 
1 they practiſed the Allegorical Method, not only 
in the Point of Miracles, but in almoſt all the Ml © 

4 Hiſtorical Parts of the Old and New Tettament, jb 

they are as good Authorities for entirely de- 0 

froying the whole Hiſtorical Truth of both, as WM ,; 


JJ. 7 
Tho' therefore it were granted, that all the . 
ancient Fathers of the Church had unanimouſly 
indulg'd themſelves more or leſs in the Alle. 

gorical Meanings; it would not at all help this f 

Writer, unleſs he could make it clear, that M 
they alſo den) d the literal Meaning; and to ſay Wl - 
that any one who urg d the Miracles of our e 
Saviour as the great Vindication of 'Chriſti- W « 

anity, could at the fame Time deny the literal e 
Senſe of them, is a flat Contradiction; ſince, h 

as I obſerv'd before, Miracles can be no Evi- i , 
. 
) 
? 
F 
| 
| 


dence at all in any other Meaning, but the li- 
teral. Much leſs will he find any thing in the 
Fathers, to countenance that ludicrous and blaſ- 
phemous way, in which he has treated Chriſt 
F it! 277 Sims! 5,3 2 
N 2 The Truth is, the Suppoſition of an Allego- 
rical and myſtical Meaning, excluſive of the 
literal, carries in it fo many ſtrange Abſurdi- 
ties, that nothing could lead any one into it, 
but either great weakneſs of Underſtanding, or 
great liforder of Mind, or very ſtrong Preju- 
dices againſt the Chriſtian Religion. For in- 
ſtance; That when Chriſt appeal'd to his 
Works, as he often did, to prove his Divine 
Mithon, he meant only allagof ical and not real 
FT Ow J ---. .-: Wornsq 
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works; That when the People asked one 


another, whether the Meſſiah when he came, 
vould do greater Works than theſe, they did not 
mean real, but only imaginary Works; That 
when Chriſt bad the Diſciples of Fobn the Bap- 
tiſt tell their Maſter, what Cures they had 
ſeen him work, in order to ſatisfy him x 0 he 
was the Meſſiah, as working the ſame Cures” 
which the Prophets had foretold the Meſſiah 
ſhould work, neither the Prophets nor Chrift 
meant real Cures; That the great Number of 
fews who were converted upon ſeeing Chriſt 
heal the Sick, and raiſe to Life thoſe who had 
deen Dead, did not fee them firſt to be licks 
or dead, and then alive or whole again, and 

fo had no real Ground for their Converſion! ; 

„That when the Multitudes came to be heald; 
upon their having ſeen the Miraculeus Cures that 
Chrift had wrought upon others, they had really 

ſeen nothing, to induce and encourage them to 
come to him; That when the Leper came 
back to thank our Saviour, he was not really 
keal'd, but came to return thanks for nothing; 
That when the People were amaz d to ſee the 


Miracles he did, they were amaz d at nothing; 


* That when the Jews fear d the Succeſs of his 

Miracles, and calFd à Council to prevent it, 
they were afraid only of Shadows,” and con- 
ſalted about nothing; That when they perſe« 
cyted him and ſeught to ſlay him, for healing 


{ lame Man on the Sabbath-day, he had really 


wrought 0 Cure; That when the People in- 


tended to make him a King, on account of his 


extroardinary Works, they had ſeen no Works, 
but what any other Man might have done; 
© That when it was urg'd by the Fews, that he 
wrought Miracles by the Help of Beelzebub, 

Seen ee e e ae 
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any thing could have driven them to that Shift, 
but that they knew the Fact: themſelves to be 
real and undeniable; That when the People 
were filbd with Vonder and Amazement at the 
Cure of the lame Man, which was wrought by, 
St. Peter, they did not ſee" him Leaping and 

Walking, who before was laid daily at the Gate 
of the Temple to ask Alms; and when the 
Council could ſay nothing againſt it, nor could 
deny that a notable Miracle had been done, no 

ſuch thing as a Miracle had heen wrought, 
but both Council and P-ople were deceiy d; 

That when Simon Magus deſir d to purchaſe 
_ the Power of healing Diſeaſes, he meant to pur» 

chaſe no Power but what he had before; 
* That when the People of Lyra. accounted 
Paul and Barnabas to be Gods, they ſaw no- 
thing in them mare than common Men; * That 
When the People: out of every Nation were 
FBllid With Wonder, to hear the Apoſtles ſpeak 

every one in their own proper Language, there 
was really nothing to be wonder d at; That 
the Converſions made in all Nations by the 
Apoſtles, of great as well as ſmall, learned as 
well as unlearned, were all made by them 
without giving any real Teſtimony of a Divine 
Miſſion; That when the Writers of the 
Church aſſerted the Truth of Chriſtianity upon 
the Evidence of the Miracles wrought by our } 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, the Jews and Hea- 
theut, againſt whom they wrote, if they could 
have call'd in Queſtion the Reality of thoſe Mi- 
racles, would not have fix'd their Foot there, 
but put themſelves to the Difficulty of inventing 
other Cauſes than a divine Power to which they 
might aſcribe them: In a Word, That the 
whole Hiſtory of the Old and New eien 


has.no Meaning at all, Wn 
| ſhall think fit to Allegoriſe i it into, by the meer 
Strength of Fancy and Imagination. 
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and good Manners; and by conſequence, at the 
Foundation of Civil Society. 


viour, we may well add, as further Teſtimo- oe | 


1 


ad 13 all 7 78 0 ca able of: being. run into 
Allegory;and Myſtery 0 Enthuſiaſtiaal Heads 
t ſuch, as; every one 


;.Theſe are ſome of the ſhocking Abſurdities ixz ag} 


which, attend that wild Imagination of Mira 


dles wholly Myſtical and Allegorical, and withe' -* 
out, a literal Meaning. And as. to the Blaſphen © 
mans Manner in pa 1 a late Writer has taken 
the Liberty to treat our Saviour's Miracles and 

the Author of them; though I am far from can- 
tending, that the Grounds of the Chriſtian Re- ' 
ligion, and the Doftrines of it, may not be diſs © 
cuſs'd at all Times in a calm, decent, and ſeri», 

ous, Way (on the contrary, I am very ſure, that 

the more fully they are diſcuſs'd, the more firm - 

Iy they will ſtand,) yet I cannot but think it 

the Duty of the Civ dne at all Times 

to take care that Religion be not treated either 

in a ludicrous, or reproachful Manner, and ef- 
fectually to diſcourage. uch Books and Wri- 

tings, as ſtrike equally at the Foundation of all 
Religion, and of, Truth, Virtue, Seriouſneſs, 


6. But to return. To the Miracles of aur San OW 


nies of a Divine Power, his Predifions of Any 
Events, which were afterwards punctually fu 
filled; That he ſhould ſuffer at Feruſalem; Luke i- 
That there, he ſhould be betray'd unto the 33, 34. 
chief Prieſts, and unto the "Jar wag who would my vl, 
condemn him to, Death, and deliver him to the Matt. xx; 
Gentiles to be mock 4. and ſcourg'd; That 18, 19. 
Hr was the Perſon who would tens him; Matt. 


at the. other Diſciples wauld forlake Ti < 1 * 


æxvi. 13. 


* 


Matt. That, particularly; Peter would deny him thrice; 
xxVi. 34+ That, as to the Manner of his Death, it ſhould 
j Matt. xx, be Crucifixion; and that he would rife again the 
19. third Day. To which we may add, his foretel - 
8 ling the Manner of St. Peter's Death, and that 
John xxi. St. John ſhould live to ſee the Deſtruction of 
| 2 22. Feruſalem; together with the Perſecutions which 
3 110 0 ſhould befall the Apoſtles after his Death, and 
20. the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt to comfort and 
_ As i. 8. enlighten them, and to enable them effectually 
to preach and propagate the Goſpel. 
Luke xxp "But moſt remarkable to-this Purpoſe, is his 
12, 14. foretelling the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and of 
"Wor the whole 7ewiſß Nation, with the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of it: As to The Time of its Com- 
ing, © The Deſtroying of the City), The Demo- 
Hiſhing of the "Temple, © The Judgments upon 
the Nation in general, © And their final Dilder- 
fron All which were diſtindly foretold byChrilt; 
and are atteſted by Foſephus (ati Hiſtorian of 
their own Nation who Itv'd at the Time) to 
have pun&ually come to paſs, according to the 
FRECRRMET THESE TE CN WET 
Matt. As to the [mes our Saviour having enume- 
_ =xiii. 34. rated the diſmal Calamities that were coming 
3 upon the Jews, declares, That that Generation 
! © Luke xxi. Honld not paſs, til all theſe Things were fulfilled , 
4 32. and he ſuppoſes, that ſome at leaſt of thoſe to 
= whom he ſpake when he enumerated the Signs 
Matt. of their Coming, ſhould be then alive, Te, wheu 
xxiv. 33. je ſhall ſee all theſe Things, know that it is near, 
even at the Doors and, after his Reſurredtion, 
John xzi. he intimates, that St. John ſhould live to fee 
21. thoſe 4 which in Seripture are 
expfeſs'd by his Coming, and which were all ex- 
_ecuted, according to thoſe Predictions, in leſs 
than forty Years from the Time they were de- 
TI Ss „ 
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1 
Next, the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and tze 
Circumſtances of it, are thus foretold by ou. 
Saviour; Thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench about Luke xix, 
- thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on 435 44. 
ever) Side, and ſhall lay thee even with the Ground. 
and thy Children within thee, and ſhall not leave 
in thee one Stone upon another. Then ſhall be great Matt. 
Tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the Beginning of xxiv. 21. 
the World to this Time, no, nor ever ſhall be. All © 
which was fulfill'd in * Titus's encompaſſing the. Joſe 
City with a new Fortification rais'd by the Sol- vas, of 
diers in three Days, fo that none could come the Jeu. 
out ʒ upon which there enſu'd a moſt + dread- 8 
ful Famine; the Stores and Granaries having * 5 
been burnt and conſumed before, in the ſediti- | Jo.. I. 6. 
ous Quarrels and Fightings among themſelves, . 1 
under three ſeveral Factions, endeavouring to 
devour one another. The City being taken, 

was * levelPd with the Ground, as if it had o/ l. 7. 
never been inhabited; and what by Famine, by c. 18. 
Fire and Sword, and by their Slaughters of one 
another, f eleven hundred thouſand Jews were 450, l. 3. 
deſtroyed, beſides ninety ſeven thouſand Who c. 17. 
were taken Priſoners ; the Nation at that time 

being gathered together at Feruſalem, to cele- 

brate the Pafſerer! ? ke oft 77,545 

The particular Deſtruction of the Temple is 
thus foretold by our Saviour, There Pall not be Rlatt. 
left here one Stone upon another, that ſhall not be xxiv. 2. 
thrown down. And Foſephus tells us, That Titus ; 
order'd the Soldiers to lay the Temple, as well 24 * 5 
as the City, even with the Ground; and ano- Maine- 
ther of their Writers mentions the Fact of nides. 
Turnus Rufus's digging the very Plot of Ground 

on which it ſtood, with a Plough - ſnare. 
The Judgments that would fall upon the Na- 
tion in general, are thus expreſsd by our Savi- 
e | | | our ; 
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Luke xxi. our: TBeſe be the Days o ; Vengeance. Thete bal 


22,23, 24. be great Diſtreſs in the Land, and Wrath upon this 
FTeople, and they [ball fall by the Edge of the Sword, 
„ gce the Accordingly, \. they were deſtroy'd, *.to the 
Ealcula- Number of two hundred thouſand and upwards, 
7onin in ſeveral Sieges, Battles, c. in the Towns 
— Oh. and Countries; beſides the grand Slaughter at 
ers Chro- Feruſalem. i ar); TEN AS 
nology. _ The following  Cap#iuity. and Diſperſion of 
__ .”,, theſe who remain'd, was alſo foretold by our 
Lute xxi. Saviour: They Pall be led away, Captives into all 
23, 24.  dVations, and-Jerufalem all be trodden down of 
TFoſep-1.7. filled, Accordingly 'Foſephus, after he has de- 
6. 27+ ſerib'd the taking of Feruſalem, ſpeaks of them 
Joſe p. l.. as à People diſpers d over the Face of the Earth; 
. 16. and particularly tells us, that the moſt graceful 
of the Captives were reſery'd by Titus to be Part 
of his Triumph; that, of the Remainder, all 
ahove ſeventeen; Years of Age, were ſent into 
Egypt in Chains, to be employ'd in ſervile Of- 
. - Hces;z, that others were ſent into ſeveral. Pro- 
. .  vances for the Uſe of the Theatres and publick 
Shows; and that all under ſeventeen; Years of 
Age were expos'd to Sale. And ever ſince, to 
this Day, they have been, and {till continue a 
People diſpers'd and ſcatter'd among the Na- 
tions of the Earth, without either Temple, or 


oy, or Government of their , .. 
Ih 


eſe Particulars concerning our Saviour's 
Death, and the State and Condition of his Di- 
ſciples, and of the Fewiſh Nation, confequent 
upon it, are Events which he foretold, and 
which we find to have punctually come to 
paſs, partly from the Accounts of our on 
Seriptures, and partly from a Fewrſp Hiſtorian 
of undoubted Credit and Authority, And 10 


i 
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his Predictions, when fulfilled, were intended 
by him to be Proofs of his being the Meſſiah, we 
may gather from his own Declarations. Hav- 
ing told his Diſciples that Judas ſhould betrag 
him, he preſently. adds, Now I tell you before John xiii: 
it come, that when it is come to paſs, ye may be- 
lieve that I am He. And after the Predictions 
of his Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, he 
ſays, Aud now I have told you before it come to John xive 
paſs, that when it is come to pals, ye might bes 9. 
lieve, i. e. ſays Dr. Hammond, That your ſeeing 
my Prediction fulfill'd, may convince you, that all 
which I bave ſaid to you is true, and ſo make you 
believe on me. To the ſame Purpoſe, is that 
which he ſubjoins to his Account of the Perſe- 
cutions that would befall his Diſciples after his 
Death, Theſe Things I have told yon, that when John xvi⸗ 
the Time ſhall come, you may remember that I told 4. 
J. From the Predictions of our Saviour, and 
the fulfilling of them, carry your Thoughts 
to the ſpeedy and wonderful -Propagation of the 
Goſpel ; and there alſo you will ſee the cleareſt 
Evidences of a Divine Power: A few obſcure. 
and illiterate Men, withont Art or Eloquence, 
making Head againſt the ancient Religions of 
0 and Countries, and all the while pro- 
feſſing themſelves to be the Meſſengers of one 
who Pad been defpis'd, and ill treated, and at 
laſt crucified in his own Country; and yet, un- 
der theſe Diſadvantages, prevailing with Mul- 
titudes every where to be his Diſciples, and to 
embrace his Religion; and this, notwithſtand- 
ing the Contrariety of its Doctrines to the Luſts, 
Paſſions and Pre judices of Mankind, and the 
fierce Oppoſition it met with from the Powers 
of the World, and the terrible Perſecutions. 
„Heir GS. »Ein which 
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which for ſome Time were almoſt the certain 
Portion of the Profeſſors of it; without any 


Encouragement to undergo them, but what 


was Fut ure and out of Sight. In theſe Circum- 
ſtances, nothing could lead them to attempt the 
Propagation of it with any Hope of Succeſs, 
but a Promiſe of Divine Aſſiſtance, and their 
firm Reliance upon it; nothing could have given 
them ſuch Succeſs, but a Divine Power working 
with them; nor can any Thing account for ſo 


many Perſons Sealing the Doctrine with their 


Blood, in ſo many different Parts of the World, 
but an abſolute Aſſurance of the Truth of what 
they taught, and a future Reward for their La- 
,, oe he nt nn 

They who require greater Teſtimonies of a 


divine Mithon and Power, than thoſe I have 
mention'd under this Eighth general Head, are 


never to be ſatisfied. But, on the other hand, 
whenan honeſt and impartial Mind has ſatisfied 
it ſelf, upon thoſe Evidences, that our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles had a divine Mithon, and 
that they wrought many and great Miracles, 
and foretold Events by a Power and Inſpirati- 
on evidently Divine; it follows that the Doc- 


trines, for the propagating of which they were 
ſent, and for the Confirmation of which thoſe 


extraordinary Powers and Gifts were beſtow'd, 
muſt undoubtedly be true, as coming from God 


and atteſted by him. Particularly, their divine 


Miſſion and Power being firſt eſtabliſh'd, their 


'expreſs and repeated Declarations that Feſus 
vas the Meſiah, become to us a full and irre- 
ſiſt ible Proof of the Truth of it. And when a 
Queſtion ariſes, whether or no this or that Pro- 
phecy in the Old Teſtament, this or that Type 


in the Fewiſh Law, had a Reference to * 


LJ 
fiah who was to come, and were actually ful- 
fill'd in Chriſt, it is eaſy to determine with your 
ſelves, whether you ought to liſten to Perſons 
divinely inſpir'd, who affirm they had a Refe- 
rence to Chriſt, or to Perſons who pretend to 
no ſuch Inſpiration, and would perſwade you 
ne (on Dobbre 
The Evidence ariſing from ancient Types 
and Prophecies, has (as I told you before,) 
been fully confider'd, and clear'd from the Ca- 
vils and Objections of Infidels, by ſeveral very 
Learned Men; it being the proper Province of 
ſuch, to follow the Adverſary through all the 
Intricates of the Fewiſh Learning, and the con- 
temporary Hiſtories, Cuſtoms and Modes of 
Speaking and Writing. But as Perſons who 
are unacquainted with theſe Things, and un- 
capable of entring minutely into ſuch Enqui- 
ries, may eaſily be miſled and im pos d upon by 
artful and deſigning Men; ſo I have ſhown you 
under this Head, that you need not enter into 
them, but may receive full and clear Satisfacti- 
on from Evidences much more plain and direct, 
which lie equally open to all Capacities, and are 
perfectly well calculated for the Conviction of 
all, if there be but an honeſt and nnpregudic'd 
Mind. And whoever ſhall affirm, that theſe are 
not a full and ſufficient Ground of Conviction, 
without a critical Enquiry into Types and Pro- 
phecies, muſt affirm at the ſame Time that noPart 
of the Heathen World, who were all equally 
unacquainted with the Fewrfþ Diſpenſation, 
could receive and embrace the Chriſtian Faith 
upon a juſt and reaſonable Foundation 3 and by 
Conſequence, that all who did receive and 
embrace it, however wile and learned in other 
reſpects (which was the known Character of 5 
. F 2 of 


pf any Thing that carries on it a divine Impre(- 


_ 
of many of them) were, in that Particular, Fools 
and Tdeots : Or rather, he mult afhrm, that it 
is 11poſible for God to make any Revelation at 
all, that can ratzonally be believed. . _ 
But becauſe Practice (as I have obſerv'd un- 
der the three firſt Heads) has ſo great an In- 


fluence upon Principle, and it is to little Pur- 


pole to convince the Mind of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, unleſs the Vill and Afecti- 
ans be preſerv'd in a right Diſpoſition, and care- 
fully guarded as well againſt the many Allure- 
ments to Vice and Profaneneſs which we ſee in 


the World, as againſt the Arts and Endeavours 


of wicked Men, to break down the Fences of 
Religion; I will add one general Direction, 


Which being duly attended to, will be a con- 
ſtant Guard againſt all ſuch Attempts and Al- 


lurements; and, by preſerving your Hearts in 
a Chriſtian Diſpoſition, will at the ſame Time 
prepare them to continue ſtedfaſt in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. _ eo 
IX. And the Rule is this, That you be careful 
to preſerve upon your Minds a ſerious Regard and 
Reverence to Things SACRED; that is, to every 
Thing that bears a Relation to God and his Re- 
ligion, particularly his Ford, his Name, his 
Day, his Houſe and Ordinances, and his Mini- 


fers. For theſe are viſible Memorials of God 
upon Earth: And, as they are the ſtanding 


Means of maintaining an Intercourſe between 
God and Man, a ſerious Regard to them is a 
neceſſary Means of keeping up in the Mind an 


| habitual Reverence of God, On the contrary, 
there is not a more evident Teſtimony of a cor- 
rupt and deprav'd Diſpoſition, than an irreye- 


rent Treatment of things Sacred, a Contempt 


fon, 
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fion, or an obſtinate Neglect of any of thoſe 
Ordinances which the Wiſdom of God has ap- 
pointed to ſupport and preſerve his Religion in 
the World. When therefore you hear any 
Perſon depreciating the publick Duties of Re- 
ligion, and inveighing againſt Ordinances of all 
Kinds, and repreſenting publick Aſſemblies, 
and regular Miniſters for the Ad miniſt ration of 
thoſe Ordinances, to be uſeleſs, or at leaſt un- 
neceſſary; you have great Reaſon to fuſpect, 
that their final Aim is, by bringing theſe into 
Diſuſe and Contempt, to banuth Chriſtianity 
out of the Nation. And by the ſame Rule, whos» 
ever is feriouſly concern d to preſerve our Re- 
ligion, and to maintain the Honour of it, muſt 
take great Care to preſerve in himſelf, and 
propagate in others, a Conſtant and ſerious 
Regard to every thing that bears a Relation tu 
God, and to conſider it as Sacred on that Ac» 
count. Particularly, ' - dhe att 
1. As to the WoxD of Gob ; Whatever we 
find deliver'd by the Prophets in the Old Fefta- 
ment, or by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New, 
is always to be confider'd by us as a Meſtage 
from God to Men; and whoever confiders it 
as ſuch, cannot fail of paying it the higheſt 
Regard and Reverence; much leſs can he fail 
of exprethng, on all Occaſions, his Abhorrence of 
making it the Subject of Wit and Jeſting, and 
of raiſing Mirth from unſerions Alluſions to 
the Language or Matter of it; which, hows 
ever uſual in looſe Company and: among un- 
thinking People, is a very great Degree of Im- 
piety and Profaneneſs. As the Scriptures con- 
tain the Will of God, they are certainly enti- 
tled to your moſt ſerious Regard z and the moſt © 
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Proper Teſtimony of your Regard, is, to read 
them frequently and with Attention; to have 
recourſe to em as your great Rule of Duty, and 
the Treaſure out of which religious Knowledge 
of every Kind 1s to be mainly drawn. In them, 
you find a continued Mixture of Precepts, Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings ; firſt, to ſhew you your 


Duty and remind you of it, and then to quick- 


en and encourage you in the Performance of it. 
And, together with theſe, you ſee the many 


Examples of pious and good Men, and the nu- 


merous Teſtimonies of God's Favour to the 
R1ghteous, and his Judgments upon the Wick- 


ed. In the ſame Sacred Books, you behold the 


various Diſpenſations of God in- the ſucceſſive 
Ages of the World, and the glorious Scenes of 
Providence, opening by degrees, and ſucceed- 


ing one another in a regular Order, and at laſt 


centring in the Meſſiah. And, by obſerving 
the ſeveral Ways in which God has reveal'd him- 
ſelf to Mankind, you clearly ſee the Excellen- 


cCies of the Chriſtian Revelation above all o- 
thers, in the Purity it requires, and the Re- 


wards1t propoſes. In theſe and the like Ways, 


do the Holy Scriptures at once delight and e- 


difie all thoſe who attend to them, and are con- 


verſant with them, and who regard and reve- 
rence them as the Sacred Oracles of God. 


2. In like Manner, the NAME of GoDp is to 


be eſteem'd Sacred, in order to preſerve upon 


the Mind an habitual Honour and Reverence to 
God himſelf; by not uſing it otherwiſe than 


ſeriouſly, and not mixing it with our ordinary 


Converſation, and much leſs proſtituting it to 
Oaths, and Curſes, and Imprecations. Such a 
profane Uſe of his Name inſenſibly takes off 


the Veneration that is due to his Being; and by 


making 


| 
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making him leſs and leſs fear'd, emboldens Men 
to be more and more wicked; and isaccordingly 
ſeldom heard, but in looſe Company and among 
Men of profligate Lives. Wherefore, be carefu 
to abſtain from a common and irreverent Uſe of 
that Sacred Name, and of all ſuch Expreſſions 
as ſignify things of a religious Nature, as our 
Faith, our Salvation, or the like; and not on- 
ly to abſtain from the undue Uſe of them your 
ſelves, but lixewife to take all proper Occaſions 
to expreſs your Diſlike and Abhorrence of it in 
others, and eſpecially in thoſe who are placed 
under your more immediate Care. 
3. The Lord's DAx is to be eſteem'd Sa- 
cred, as being ſanctified and ſet apart, for ceaf- 
ing from our worldly Care and Labour, and 
meditating upon God, and paying that Honour 
and Adoration which he requires of us, and 
which belongs to him, as the Creator, Preſer- 
ver and Redeemer of Mankind. The devout 
and ſerious Obſervation of this Day, is one of 
the moſt effectual Means to keep alive Religion 
in the World, both in the outward Face of it, 
and in the Hearts and Lives of Chriſtians; and 
nothing is more certain, than that it would 
quickly be loſt and extinguiſh'd among the ge- 
nerality of Mankind, if it were not kept alive 
by the Appointment of this Day, for reviving 
upon their Minds a Senſe of God and their 
Duty. Wherefore let this be a Day not only 
of Reſt from Labour, but alſo of Meditation 
upon God and heavenly Things; partly, in a 
devout Attendance upon the publick Offices of 
Religion, and partly by allowing a reaſonable 
Portion of the Day to the private Duties of 
reading the Holy Scripture and other good 
Books, and inſtructing your Children and Ser- 
e vants, 
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vants, and examining your own Lives, and 
praying to God for a Supply of your own pri- 
vate Necellities, Spiritual and Temporal. 1 
ſay, a reaſonable Portion of the Day, according 
to the Condition of particular Perſons and Fami- 
lies. For they who on all other Days are con- 
fin'd to hard Labour, or are otherwiſe oblig'd 
to a cloſe Attendance on their worldly Affairs, 
muſt be allowed in ſome Meaſure to confider 
this as a Day of Eaſe and Relaxation from 
Thought and Labour, as well as a Day of De- 
votion 3 provided it be in a Way that is inno- 
cent and inoffenſive, and that the publick Of. 
fices of Religion be duly attended, and the Pu- 
ties of a more private Nature be not neglected. 
But there are many others, whoſe Quality and 
Condition have freed them from the Neceſſity 
of aconſtant Attendance upon worldly Buſineſs, 
and to whomall other Days are equally Days of 
Eaſe and Diverſion ; and from them it may well 
be expected, that they abſtain from their Di- 
verſions on this Day, and employ it more ſtrid- 
ly in the Duties of Religion; for which indeed 
they have greater need than others to arm them- 
ſelves againſt the manifold Temptations to 
which they are daily expos'd by Eaſe and Plen- 
ty. And when they have better Opportunity, 
and greater need, than the reſt of Mankind, to 
give a ſtrict Attendance to the Duties of Religion 
on this Day; if they do it not, it is much to be 
fcar'd, that they have a greater Reliſh for the 
Delights and Buſineſs of this World, than for 
Exerciſes of a ſpiritual Nature. A earns, 

4. Next to God's Day, his HousE is to be 
accounted Sacred, as it is a Place ſet apart for 
the Performance of religious Offices, and for 
the publick Adminiſtration of religious Ordi- 
nances, 
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nances, in Which all Chriſtians are bouiid to join 
The Duty of aſſembling for the publick Worſhip 
of God, appears to be a neceſſary Part of the 
Chriſtian Religion; as well from the firſt Inſti- 
tution of the Chriſtian Church, as from the 
general Practice of Chriſtians in all Ages, and 
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all Countries. Our Saviour and his Apoſtles: .-/ - - 
found the Few:ſh Worſhip every Sabbath- dag 
regularly ſettled in their orgelte, and were 
ſo far from condemning thoſe Aſſemblies, that 


they join'd in them. After his Aſcenſion, we 


read, that they who updn the preaching of the 
Goſpel had received the Word, continued ſted faſtiy Ads ii. 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and Fellowſhip, and in 42, 46. 
breaking of Bread and in Prayers; and that 
they continued daily with one Accord in the Tem- 
ple. The Chriſtians in particular Cities and 
Countries, are every where in the New ITeſa - 
ment ſtyl'd Churches, which 3 
Aſſembly of Perſons called together into one 
Body; and we find the Apoſtles ordaining . iv. 


* 


Elders in the Churches planted by them, which Tit. i. 3. 
Elders are alfo ſpoken of as Heads of the ſeves Acts xi. 


ral Churches, and Rulers in them; and one Part 30. xx. 17. 


of the Office was, to labour in the Word and Docs 28. Xi. B. 


1 | | b Tim. v. 
trine, to take heed to the Flock, and to fred the 1 im. v 


firſt call'd Chriſtians, Fun and Barnabas aſſem- Roe x1, 
bled themſelves with the Church a whole Lear, 


and taught much People; and afterwards," we 


read of Prophets and Teachers in the Church Ad xiii. | 
that was at Antioch. In other Places of the *- 
New Teflament, we find the firſt Day of the Week 


(the Day of our Saviour's Reſurrection) ſpoken 
of as the ordinary Time of the Chriſtian Aﬀem- 


blies; Upon the firſt Day of the Week, when ths Ats xx. 75 
Diſciples" came together to break Bread, Pant 
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1Cor. xvi. ꝓreached unto them. And the ſame Apoſtle givey 
1,2. ſpecial Direction to the Chriſtians at Corinth, ag 
he had done before to the Churches of Galatia, 

That upon the firſt Day of the Week every one 

Should lay by him in fore as God had proſper d him, 

that there might be no Gatherings when he came, 

x Cor. xi. In his firſt Epiſtle directed to the fame Church, 
and xiv. -he lays down many Rules for holding their Af 
ſemblies in an orderly Manner: He firſt re- 
proves them for their diſorderly Celebration of 

the Feaſt of Charity, and the Lord's Supper, 

and tells them, © That they came fogether, not 

i fuor the better but for the worſe, That when they 
cane together in the Church, he heard there were 
Diviſions among them, That their behaving 
themſelves as if they were eating and drinking 

in their own Houſes, was a Deſpiſing of the 
Church of God. After this, he proceeds to give 

them a particular Account of the Inſtitution 


of the Lord's Supper, with the! Direction of 


- +4 Chrilt to celebrate it in Remembrance of him; 
1 Cor. x. Which he elſewhere calls the Communion of 


* 


26, 27. the Body and Blood of Chriſt; ſpeaking of it 


as the Symbol of Chriſtian Union, or the Badge 


bol their Relation to Chriſt and to one another; 


all which is neceſſarily ſuppos' d to be perform'd 


in publick Aſſemblies... In the ſame Epiſtle 


(ch: xiv.) againſt ſpeaking, in an unknown 


Tongue, he ſays (ver. 16.) How. ſhalli he that oc- 


cupieth the room 'of the unlearned ſa) Amen at 


«it 


 - , - the; giving of Thanks ſeeing be underſtundeth not 


what thou ſaje# 2 At the twenty third and 

twenty ſixth Verſes, he fpeaks of the Church 

being come together, into one Place, and then 

gives further Directions for their more orderly 

„ Behaviour in their Aſſemblies; becauſe, as he 
adds at the thir ty third Ver le, Cod is not the 
F Author 
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Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all 
Churches of the Saints; which in thoſe Days 
was the common Name of Chriſtians. At the 
thirty fourth Verſe, The Women are enjoin d to 
keep filence in the Churches; and he concludes 
with this general Direction, Let all things be 
done decently and in order. Tn the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, the Chriſtians are firſt exhorted to hold H 


Sb. K. 


faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith without vaver ing; 23, 25. 


and then, Not to for fake the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together, even in Times of Perſecution, 
And that they ſtrictly conform'd to this Apoſto- 
lical Rule, we have the Teſtimony of Pliny a 


Heathen Writer, who being Governor of a 


Roman Province about the Year of Chriſt 104; 
25 the Emperor an Account of what he had 


learn'd concerning the Chriſtians, That they plin. 10. 
ns'd to meet together on a certain Day before Light; Ep. 97. 
(for fear of the Heathen Perſecutors;) when they 


join'd in ſinging a Hymn to Chriſt, and enter d 
into a ſolemn Engagement not to ſteal nor rob, 
nor commit Adultery, nor defraud; which plainly 


refers to the Celebration of the Euchariſt. But 


Tues Meth an ancient Father, in his Apo- Apol. 2. 


ogy for the Chriſtians about the Year of Chriſt 


150, gives a more particular Account of their 
publick Worſhip, ' That on the Day call'q 
© Sunday, all the Chriſtians in City and Coun- 


try aſſembled in one Place; Where the Writings 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets were read: That 


* as ſoon as the Reader had made an end, there 


* followed: an Exhortation to the People; and 
* after that, Prayers, and the Holy Euchariſt; 
* the Perſon who officiated, praying, and the 


2 


* People ſaying Amen. To all which we may 


add, That from the Beginning of Chriſtianity 


to this Time, no Inſtance can be given of any 
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Country, in which the Chriſtian Religion has 
been planted, where there has not alſo been 
Prayer and Preaching, and Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments, in an open and publick Manner; 
tho! it is known to have been planted. by ſeveral 
Apoſtles in ſeveral Countries. 
And it is to be hoped, that there are none 
' ' among us at this Day, who hold Religious Aſ- 
ſemblies to be uſeleſs and unneceſſary, except 
the open or ſecret Enemies of Chriſtianity; who 
well know, how great a Means they are to pre- 
ſerve a Senſe of God and Religion in the World, 
and to improve Men in the Graces and Virtues 
of the Chriſtian Life. But if there be any, 
who otherwiſe bear no ill Will to the Chriſtian 
Religion, and yet are of the Number of thoſe 
who think publick Prayer, Preaching, and 
bother Ordinances, to be Things indifferent and 
unneceſſary; it is, becauſe they conſider not 
the corrupt State of Human Nature, nor the 
common Condition of Human Life; how 
ſtrongly ſome are inclin'd to the Delights of the 
World, and to what Degree others are ſwal- 
lowed up in the Cares of it; how ignorant many 
are of their Duty, and how often it is ſeen, that 
they who know it, practiſe it no better than 
thoſe who know it not; how little Diſpoſition 
Men naturally have to Acts of Devotion, and 
how unmindful they are apt to be of a future 
State: Upon the whole, what ſmall Hope 
there is, that the Generality of Mankind would 
retain juſt Notions of God and Religion, if they 
were not frequently explain'd to them; or 
attend to their Duty, if it were not frequently 
inculcated upon them; or refrain from inor- 
dinate Enjoyments, if they were not frequently 
warn'd of the Danger of them; or be . 
ä 1 enc 
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ebend by future Rewards and Puniſhments, if 
they were not frequently put in mind of them; 


or, laſtly, that they would duly perform the 
Work of Devotion, if they were not call'd to 
it, and aſſiſted in, it by publick Offices and 
Miniſters appointed for be 

ſame Time excited to Seriouſneſs and Attention 


by the Solemnity of the Work, and the Exam- 
flow hriſtians. Which ſhows, 


ples of thei Fellow. C x Wich M1 
on one hand, the Wiſdom of God in providing 
thofe out ward Means, to check and cure our in- 


ward Depravities; and, on the other Hand, the 


Folly of thoſe who in their Reaſonings againſt 


Inſtituted Kites and Ordinances of Religion, 


ſeem to forget the Blindneſs and Corruption 
of Human Nature, or rather to ſuppoſe that 
Mankind are a Race of Angels, wholly freed 
from the Power of Temptations, and carry'd, 
by their own Nature, with the greateſt Readi- 


neſs and Chearfulneſs, into all the Acts of 


Adoration and Obedience. | __, 
Now, if publick Aſſemblies be neceſſary, 


the Appointment of Places, for thoſe Aſſem- 
blies is alſo neceſſary ; and, as the Place be- 


> 


comes, Sacred by the Sacred Offices which are \ 


perform'd in it, ſo the true Way of expreſſing 
our Regard to the Place, is a Bren and Re- 
ligious Attendance upon the Offices; to con- 
ſider, that we go to the Houſe of God, not for 


Faſhion ſake, but for the Ends of Devotion 


and Spiritual Improvement; and accordingly 


to fix our Attention, and to join ſeriouſly and 


devoutly with the Congregation in the ſeveral 
Parts of Divine Service. On the-contrary, a 


willful neglect of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, or 


a careleſs and irreverent Behaviour in them, is 


2 Contempt and Profanation of the Houfe of 


t End, and at the 


Wod, 
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God, and ſavours of a Mind void of Religi. 
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J. As the Houſe of God is Sacred on ac- 
count of the Religious Offices that are per. 
form'd in it, fo are the MI IS TERS who per- 


form thoſe Offices, and who have receiv'd 


a regular Appointment to it ; as far as they an- 


 Twer the Ends of ſuch Appointment. By their 


Hands the Holy Ordinances of the Chriſtian 
Religion are adminiſter'd, by their Tongues 
the Word of God is explained and enforc'd 
and by their Miniſtry many other Bleſſings anc 
Benefits are deriv'd to the People committed 
to their Care. And as to the Neceſſity of a 
regular Miſſion, without which no Perſon may 
miniſter publickly in Holy things; this ap- 
pears, as well from the firſt Inſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Church, and from the conſtant Prac- 


tice of it in all Apes, as from the endleſs Con- 


fuſions that muſt unavoidably enſue, if every 


one might ſet up himſelf to be a publick 
Teacher, and intrude at pleaſure into the Mi- 


niſterial Office. Whether therefore we regard 


the Nature and Original of their Office, or 


the Work they are employed about; they are 
to be conſider'd as God's Miniſters, and to be 
received and reſpected under that Character, 
unleſs they forfeit their Title to Reſpect, by 
living unſuitably to their Character. In which 
Caſe, I am very far from recommending them 
either to your Love or Efteem, ſince 1 know 
it is impoſſible for you to pay either; there 
being no Perſon fo truly the Object of Abhor- 


rence and Contempt in the Sight of all good 


Men, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, who by his 


irregular Life renders himſelf unworthy of his 
| W ogy and Character. But let me caution 


you 
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you againſt being drawn into a Diſſike of the 
Order it ſelf, as unmeceſſary, or uſeleſs; for this 
will of Conrſe draw you into a Diſregard of 
the Ordinances of Chriſtianity, or rather .will 
aboliſh the Ordinances themſelves; and ac- 
cordingly it has been labour'd by the Promo» 
ters of Infidelity, as one effectual Expedient to 
baniſh the Face of Chriſtianity from among us. 
Let me alſo caution you againſt cenſuring the 
whole Body of the Clergy for the Faults of a very 
few in Proportion out of ſo great a Number, and 
againſt charging that as Vice or Immorality, 
which may in Reality be no more than Indif- 
cretion or Imprudence. In general, let me 
caution you againſt a Delight in cenfuring the 
Clergy, and a Deſire to make em appear mean 
and contemptible in the Eyes of their People, 
by which you bring upon your ſelves the great 
Guilt of diſabling them to do good in their ſe- 
veral Stations; and if you find any who are 
really immoral, and perſevere in it, ſhow your 
Concern for the Honour of God and Religion, 
by taking proper Methods to bring them un- 
der the Cenſures of the Church, for the Re- 
for mation of them, and the Terror of others. 
X. Above all Things, beware of falling into an 
Unconcernedneſs and Indifference, in the Pint 
of Religion. When a Revelation is generally 
believed to come from God, and has been re- 
ceiv'd and embraced as ſuch by ſo: many ſuc- 
ceſſive Ages and different Nations, and by 
Multitudes of Wiſe and Good Men in albthoſe 
Ages and Nations; When it lays down Rules 


for our preſent State, which manifeſtly tend to 


Holineſs and Peace, and the Improvement and 
Perfection of human Nature, and propoſes to 
Mankind a future State of Rewards or Puniſn- 
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ments, Bath of themcinafpeakable:and/endichy 
according to their Obedience or Diſdbedience | 
t the Predapts it lays down; Certainly, ſuch 
Revelation demands the Regard and Atten- 
N tion of a Rational Creature, {0 far as ſoberly to 
eanfider-it; and ta enquire carefully into the 
Brounds of it, as a Matter in Which he is near- 
I cancernꝭd. Chriſtianity requires no farther 
Favous tham a fair and impartial Enquiry into 
the Grounds-and Doctrines of it; and for Men 
who liue in a Country where lit is publickly 
profeſs'd; and where they have all the proper 
and neceſſary Means of Information, not to at- 
tench to it at all, or to conſider it with ſuch 
Indifference as if they thought themſelves un- 
concerned in it, is the higheſt Degree of Stu- 
pidity and Folly. Let me therefore beſeech you, 
do think of Nelzgion as a Matter af great Impor- 
tance in it ſelf, and of infinite Concern to every 
one of you; and not to ſuffer your ſelves, either 
to be diverted by the Buſineſs or Pleaſures of 
the World from regarding it, of deluded by 
nat your Regan: 2G f‚⏑f mg 
ITxESsE, my: Bretfiren; are the Rules and 
Directions which I would put into your Hands, 
and recommend to your ſerieus and frequent 
Peruſal; hoping that by the Bleſſing of God 
they may contribute to vo Eftabliſhment in 
the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine, againſt all 
Attempts of Atheiſtical and Wicked Men to 
ſeduce and corrupt you. And that, under the 
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